
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

HIGHLIGHTS OF THE CONSULTATION 

 
The first day of the consultation was facilitated by Rev. Catherine Chang, Regional Facilitator for 
Addressing Migration and Human Trafficking of the Presbyterian Church of the USA and mission co-worker 
of the United Church of Christ in the Philippines.  Rev. Chang introduced the intercultural opening, a song 
called “Can You See Me”. Mervin Sol H. Toquero of the National Council of Churches in the Philippines 
(NCCP) and CWWM Head of Secretariat presented CWWM’s Unities and Principles. He shared a brief 
history of CWWM and development as an international platform and network composed of grassroot 
migrants, migrant-serving institutions, and faith-based organizations from various faith traditions. Mervin 
shared that CWWM has regional networks – Asia Pacific Interfaith Network for the Rights of Migrants and 
CWWM-Africa. It is also open to members of the academe and other organizations. The basis of unity  
among CWWM networks is the is Talking and Doing Point which contains the following points: 

• Human dignity and all human rights for all migrants, refugees, and uprooted peoples.  
• Forced migration is about real human beings. 
• Freedom of movement is a protected human right. 
• Forced and enforced movement is entangled with historic injustices. 
• Forced migration requires a just, durable, and sustainable solution. 
• Nothing about migrants without migrants in any venue and level of negotiation.  

 
 This paper was submitted to the UN Intergovernmental process in time of the drafting of the GCM.   
 
The structure of the network, including the ongoing work of building an infrastructure of care and 
architecture of protection and solidarity for and with migrants were also presented. 
 
This was followed by the Keynote Speeches. The first was from Atty. Cecilia Jimenez-Damary, the UN 
Special Rapporteur on the Human Rights of Internally Displaced Persons who shared about the nexus of 
internal displacement and migration. Atty. Jimenez-Damary said that internally displaced persons 
continue to be left out in equation of the migration spectrum. She also emphasized that refugees were 
first and foremost, usually internally displaced persons, who left their countries because they could not 
find the protection nor a future, nor durable solutions while staying in their countries of origin as internally 
displaced persons. Atty. Jimenez said that it is important that when we bring visibility to the continuum 
of displacement, either from internal to cross-border, and vice-versa, we have to emphasize the need for 
a continuum of protection and solutions for all those forcibly displaced. She also noted that while there 
are big figures for migrants and refugees, there are more internally displaced persons in the world, than 
refugees and migrants. This large number of IDPs indicates the urgent need for state and non-state actors 
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such as faith-based organizations, civil societies and humanitarian organizations, to dedicate increased 
efforts to prevent conditions that would lead to forced internal displacements and where internally 
displaced persons are constrained to be migrants or refugees. Finally, Atty. Jimenez-Damary said that the 
participation of all people on the move in decisions affecting them is a human right and as citizens of their 
countries, or as migrants, refugees, and asylum seekers of other countries, they have the right not to be 
disenfranchised from their political agency just by reason of their forced displacement and migration.  
 
Eni Lestari, Chairperson of the International Migrants Alliance highlighted the situation of migrants during 
the pandemic and their stake in the GCM from a grassroots point of view. She shared about the impact of 
the pandemic to migrants, revealing a significant drop both in permanent migration and family migration. 
There is also notable decrease of international migrants, including international students. Ms. Lestari also 
said that due to Covid-19 infection, migrants and refugees had to face mobility restriction, lockdowns and 
lack of access to healthcare. There is also lack of access to correct and proper information due to language 
barriers among migrants.  
 
In terms of employment, migrants continue to suffer from lay offs, loss of livelihood and business, and 
deportation. Assistance to stranded, returned, and repatriated migrants is also lacking. Meanwhile, all 
relief work in refugee camps were suspended.  For those who continue to work during the pandemic, they 
continue to experience harsh working condition and exploitation, increased violence to women migrants, 
denial of rest days and home leave, wage cut, crackdown, arrest and criminalization, shrinking of right to 
mobility and democratic spaces, among others. Migrants are also stigmatized as virus carriers. Finally, Ms. 
Lestari shared IMA’s campaigns for migrants which can be summed up as: aid, health, jobs, and justice for 
migrants.  
 
Rev. Dr. Liberato “Levi” Bautista, Assistant General Secretary for United Nations, General Board of Church 
and Society of the United Methodist Church (GBCS-UMC) moderated the panel discussion called CWWM 
as an Interfaith Platform. Before giving the virtual floor to the panelists, Levi gave a brief background 
about CWWM’s interfaith character and how representatives of various faith’s highlighted inter-religious 
cooperation during the 2019 CWWM international consultation in Quito, Ecuador.  
 
Elias Szczytnicki, Regional Secretary General of Religions for Peace Latin America and the Caribbean shared 
the conditions of refugees in the said region. He highlighted the importance of dialogue among faith 
communities and civil societies for fundamental support and ideas how to respond to the issue of 
immigrants and refugees. He said that presence of churches is important. He also said that they have 
created a partnership with the UN High Commission on Refugees and other civil society organizations to 
respond in the region. He said that interreligious amity is important to help immigrants and refugees in 
this pandemic, and coordination with other actors. He added that it is important to help the immigrants  
restore their dignity, after being abused and exploited. Finally, he said that it is important to have a 
religious network that will help fight xenophobia, and that we cannot talk about love and compassion if 
we do not fight for their rights and extend support to migrants.  
 
Imam Marzuki Wahid, Secretary of the Institute for Research and Human Resources Development, Central 
Board of Nadlatul Ulama spoke from the Islamic perspective. He said that religions, including Islam is 
equally present in the life of human beings- namely to create universal life that is just, prosperous, 
peaceful and with true happiness. There is no single religion that teach evil, suffering, and injustice, 
although strategies, teachings and methods are different. He also said that all religions glorify human 
dignity and respect human rights. He emphasized that religion humanizes humans. In history, religions 
have existed to respond to problems that degrade human dignity and eliminate human rights. Religions 



therefore have obligations to protect, respect, and  ensure the human right inherent to migrants. 
Refugees, political asylum seekers, and migrant workers are groups that religions must pay attention to. 
Islam, however has not fully realized and concretized its concerns to migrants in terms of concrete actions 
on the ground. The tripartite CWWM character as network consisting grassroot migrants, migrant serving 
institutions, and faith groups- should be present. We cannot work alone, but must work together in the 
network, Imam Marzuki emphasized.  
 
After the open forum, Rev. Chang announced that because of time constraints, the presentation of Mr. 
Aaron Ceradoy about developments regarding the Global Compact for Safe, Orderly and Regular 
Migration will be the first order of business for Day 2. After the obligatory picture taking of all participants, 
the session for the first day concluded. 
 
The second day of the consultation was facilitated by Ms. Joanna Concepcion, chairperson of Migrante 
International, who also provided a recap about the previous day. She then introduced Aaron Ceradoy, the 
Managing Director of the Asia Pacific Mission for Migrants. He shared that the GCM, or the Global 
Compact for Safe, Orderly and Regular Migration, is a non-legally binding framework developed by the 
UN to guide governments in addressing concerns of international migration in a holistic and 
comprehensive manner. The GCM contains 23 objectives that comprehensively take on all aspects of 
migration. The UN created the UN Network on Migration to monitor the GCM implementation, which is 
composed mainly of UN agencies whose work intersects with migration. The International Organisation 
on Migration (IOM) serves as the secretariat of the network. Every two years, since the GCM adoption, a 
regional review is conducted to take stock on the experience of governments in the implementation of 
the GCM. Key findings and recommendations from the regional reviews will feed into the International 
Migration Review Forum or the IMRF, to be held in New York in  May 2022.  
 
Mr. Ceradoy also said that the GCM, in APMM’s view, is a result of decades-long campaigns and struggles 
waged by migrants on the ground. They cannot be denied anymore and they should be addressed. He also 
said that the flipside of this is that, the agenda on migration by governments may not be the same as that 
of migrants. With the neoliberal paradigm still dominating worldwide, the GCM may as well be a weapon 
for the legitimisation for the commodification of migrants. Thus, a mass movement that comprehensively 
and collectively resists and builds is important and still the key and foundation for engagement. 
 
He emphasized that as a major stakeholder in the migration discourse and expert on migrants’ rights, 
migrants need to be in the GCM process shaping and having a say on the Global Compact’s 
implementation, review, and direction. He shared two main points on the Regional Review in Asia. In 
terms of governments’ reports, there is clearly a gap between governments’ pronouncements and the 
collective experience of migrants on the ground. The governments' reports lacked the migrants’ 
perspective. In terms of process, while we think they serve as a foundation for more active, inclusive, 
transparent and effective participation of CSOs in the GCM process, the regional review was not without 
challenges. 
 
Mr. Ceradoy also shared the results of the first and second Migrants’ Echo Conference on the GCM 
Regional Review that APMM co-organised with several organisations. He shared that in these 
consultations, it is acknowledged the that there is a systemic power imbalance in these structures that 
needs to be continually engaged and challenged so that the Global Compact can be truly for, with and by 
migrants. 
 



After the briefing on the GCM, a sharing by Asia-Pacific Interfaith Network for the Rights of Migrants by 
Rev. Joram Calimutan and Churches Commission for Migrants in Europe by Rev. Rosemarie Wenner of the 
World Methodist Council, followed.  
 
Rev. Calimutan shared the efforts made by AP INFORM together with its partners in the region for service 
to migrants. He introduced AP INFORM as a network of faith communities of Christians, Muslims, 
Buddhists, and Hindus supporting the struggle of migrants, refugees, and other displaced peoples. It also 
serves as a regional network of CWWM in Asia and the Pacific. AP INFORM strengthens partnership and 
solidarity by providing spaces for migrants, refugees, and other displaced communities to air their issues 
and concerns. It organized forums during the pandemic. It partnered with CWWM global, CWWM 
Philippines, churches and ecumenical organizations in the Gulf and Middle East regions. It held 
consultations with various churches and migrant communities on practices and lessons in responding to 
the needs of migrants. It also formed its steering committee composed of faith leaders instrumental in 
organizing its programs. Rev. Calimutan also shared that members of AP INFORM participated in the 
APMM’s first and second Migrant Echo Conference that produced the Progressive Statement on the GCM 
signed by 46 organizations in the region.  On engagement with the GCM, AP INFORM together with its 
partners are looking forward to its active engagement to the IMRF in May 2022. Finally, he said that only 
through collective and concerted actions of migrants and faith communities and other advocates in the 
region, will we be able to forge a better post-pandemic crisis where migrants, refugees and other 
displaced peoples are not discriminated, excluded, stigmatized, and scapegoated. 
 
Bishop Rosemarie Wenner, on the other hand, shared the situation in Europe and what the churches are 
doing for the protection of migrants. She shared that in  Europe, there are  105,842 sea arrivals, 5,613 
land arrivals, 1,589 people died or are missed, according to the UNHCR Operational Data Portal as of Nov. 
28, 2021. She also said that pushbacks became common practice in borders, or toward boats with 
refugees, or in passages. These pushbacks are executed brutally. She also said that borders between EU 
member states and other states are secured by walls, fences and increasingly protected by military forces. 
In response to these and other challenges on migrants and refugees, CCME released a statement during 
its General Assembly in October 14-16, 2021. The statement called for creation of channels for safe 
passages, abandonment of plans of keeping even more people in need of protection in deplorable 
conditions or in the hands of dubious regimes at the European external border, putting an end to the 
criminalisation of humanitarian support to refugees and migrants, including search and rescue. The 
statement also stated the commitments of churches: to engage in intercultural, interfaith, and ecumenical 
work to detect tensions and conflict in communities and address them in constructive ways; continue our 
practical engagement for the marginalised among both resident populations and the newly arrived, and 
our political engagement for solidarity and common good; and challenge political actors and media who 
foster fear, hate, racism and prejudice and, where necessary, withdraw support from them (election, 
disinvestment, boycott). In addition to this – as an example for churches expressing solidarity and care for 
and with migrants who currently got stuck at the border between Belarus and Poland, Latvia or Lithuania 
Statement was also released by the United Methodist Church in Poland on October 28-31, 2021. She also 
said that Diakonia Poland launched support to refugees and migrants who are incarcerated in detention 
centers and those who cross the Polish border and do not have access to any dry and warm clothes, 
accommodation or meals.  
 
After the sharing, participants went into breakout groups to discuss three questions. After the 40 -minute 
small group discussion, a report-back followed thru a plenary. (The result of the workshops is attached 
as Annexed A) 
 



 
Question #1: How can GCM be relevant in our interfaith work in amplifying migrant issues? 

• The GCM can be used in promoting migrants’ rights and to ensure that they are able to amplify 
migrants’ issues especially in the engagement in the GCM process.  

• The GCM can be a tool for accountability. It allows us to advocate for migrants’ rights.  
• In some areas such as  Europe, GCM is not very popular, it is important for us to see how are we 

going to utilize the GCM in order to see why the UN treaty is important in strengthening our work 
with migrants. 

• Religion plays a different role in the different regions. This has to be recognized.  
• The GCM is still something that some organisations are learning about, its processes, tools, etc.  

It can be an opportunity for further learning. Among faith-based organizations, while efforts 
continue to focus in the local and regional levels, there is a commitment to learn more about the 
GCM, its processes, strategic priorities, GCM champion countries, etc.  

• Creation of a stronger network with active migrant  organization in all regions. Partnership with 
organization that fights Xenophobia and Discriminations.  

• Focus on the education to help migrants to integrate in new cultures. For example helping them 
to find work so they can participate to their new community. 
 

 
Question #2: The existing advocacy spaces have been difficult for migrants and CSOs to enter and navigate. 
What are our key recommendations to ensure that the GCM process is truly open, inclusive and effective 
for migrants and CSOs?  

1. To come up with a statement that this Briefing will release. We can put this forward to the UN 
Migration Network. We have to make sure that the IMRF will have migrants, as a major 
stakeholder, being present in the process itself. The statement will highlight nothing about 
migrants  without migrants and ensure that there is a key ask on the UNMN on how they can 
ensure that migrants are present in the GCM process.  

2. We have to make sure that the language is migrant-friendly 
3. Faith based organizations and other migrant advocates to provide technical support so that they 

can participate and access the activity, and accredited CWWM network members should bring at 
least one migrant to the IMRF 2022.  

4. We will do, as much as we can to support and enable migrants, their voices, analysis, requests, 
and what they need. We will do what we can to bring those voices and people into the processes.  

5. Develop side events and other opportunities, just as in the UPR and the GFMD.  
6. Participation in events as much as possible around migration from different groups. A lot of 

migrant groups and some religious groups are invisible and do not have much contact with 
organizations involved in the GCM, they lack connections even with the UN.  

7. Check if governments are following the GCM process and push them to be more active and more 
aware of migrants groups’ needs and asks.  

8. Check with other Civil Society groups involved in the work and advocacy for migrants  and create 
links with them. 

 
Question #3 Considering the intersecting challenges that our migrant work encountered especially in light 
of the COVID-19 pandemic, what ways forward can we advance the infrastructure of care and architecture 
of solidarity with and for migrants?  

1. Corroborate with WCC, ACT alliance, and other organizations engaging the GCM.  



2. We should think how we can utilize the resources we have.  During the pandemic, churches 
opened its churches to distressed migrants. How do we maximize our resources to allow migrants 
to congregate?  

3. Facilitate days of worship, focusing on migrants, bringing awareness on migrant issues.   
4. This network is already a good space to create political and human connections.  
5. Create a map of all the humanitarian and religious groups in all the regions including the local 

groups so we could know where those groups are.  
6. Give scholarships to migrant workers so they can qualify for jobs in foreign countries, including 

legal support. 
 
In summary, Mervin Toquero said that in terms of the engagement to IMRF 2022, the CWWM Interfaith 
Working Group will meet to work on the proposed statement. Rey Asis and Dr. Levi Bautista will join this 
group to help.  The Multilateral Engagement Working Group will also be convened to plan concrete steps 
for activities in relation to the IMRF 2022. These activities can be onsite parallel events in New York, or a 
blended activity. Materials of this consultation will also be circulated to everyone who attended this event 
and who are part of the CWWM network. 
 
Joanna Concepcion of Migrante International closed the event by thanking everyone who attended the 
two-day consultation. As a migrant leader, she said that leading up to the IMRF, she is hoping that the 
CWWM network can launch campaigns together. ## 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


